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1. Congratulations to Wallace-Rose Hill Baseball and Coach Cal Parker.  The 

Bulldogs made it to the 3rd round of the NCHSAA baseball playoffs.  
Congratulations also to North Duplin Baseball for their second round advancement 
in the 1A playoffs and to the softball teams at North Duplin, East Duplin and 
Wallace-Rose Hill for their NCHSAA playoff appearances.   

2. Driver’s Education will begin June 17 and continue until June 30th.  JK, ND, ED 
will offer it from 8:30 am until 11:30 am.  WRH will offer it from 12:30-3:30.  Cost 
is $45.00.   

3. High School Guidance Counselors-Don’t forget reporting on SADLS for student 
license.  

4. About 20% of our teaching staff is involved in coaching athletic teams. Few realize 
the time, effort and impact athletics have.  Please take a minute to read Dr. 
Holliday’s blog concerning athletics at the end of Monday Notes.    

5. Bus Driver Training Class:  Jeff Thigpen has informed me that bus driver 
training classes will be offered June 9-13 and July 7-11.  If you want to take 
classes on June 16, 17, and 18th you can do so in Pender County at Topsail High 
School.  Contact the Pender County Transportation Director, William Rivenbark to 
enroll in their classes.  (910-663-3578) 

6. “Hoe to the end of the row.”  Mr. Kennedy, a former Duplin County Principal 
used to tell all the teachers that at this point in the year.  He was in a nice way 
letting us know the year isn’t over yet….and he expected us to be diligent until we 
got the job done.  I think Mr. Kennedy had heard that from Mr. Edgar Wells or 
Mrs. Mary Anna Grady.  Nonetheless, the point is well taken.   If you have ever 
had to use a hoe in a garden or a tobacco patch, the saying comes from that.   The 
impetus was that we remain diligent to the end and the job is finished.  If you know 
much about farming, the farmers knew it was important to have their field clean 
and neat and weeded.  The ends of the row spoke a little bit about the farmer’s 
character.  It was important to them.  A strong finish is important to Student 
Support Services and Athletics.  Finishing well speaks about our character.  Dot 
every i and cross every t, finish every report and take care of every item----finish 
strong.  It makes for a better start next year.         

7. Start-Stop-Continue surveys results are being reviewed.   Thanks for taking the 
time to communicate with us about areas of concern.   

8.  Important dates and information: 
a. Awards celebrations are being planned around the county to recognize 

Elementary and Middle School  Honor Students thanks to donations from 
the Education Foundation. We sincerely thank them for their support. 

b. -Gang Awareness classes are almost over.  The t-shirts are here and will be 
sent home with students soon. 

c. - Wedding shower for Belinda Ward on June 10th at the Country Squire 
d. Graduations 

i. James Kenan 6/16 @ 2 pm 
ii. East Duplin6/16 @ 10 am 

iii. North Duplin-6/14 @ 2 pm 
iv. Wallace-Rose Hill-6/14 @ 10 am 
v. Duplin Early College-5/23 @ 10 am 

 
 
 

“Trust is the glue of life. It's the most essential ingredient in effective 
communication. It's the foundational principle that holds all 
relationships.”  

― Stephen R. Covey 
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The Case for Interscholastic Athletics by Dr. Rick Holliday 
Posted on March 28, 2011 by Valita Quattlebaum 
 
Pretend that I am a salesman coming to your school system. I present to you a 
program that will reduce your dropout rate, improve student attendance and 
increase academic performance. Oh, here is the catch. It will only cost you less 
than 1% of your total budget! You will probably be waiting for the other shoe to 
drop, so to speak. At the very least, you will be quite skeptical. But wait, you 
already have such a program! Interscholastic Athletics have been keeping 
students on track (pun intended) in school for years. 
 
You see, students need to form meaningful and positive relationships with their 
peers and with responsible adults. This relationship pinch is critical to our 
development as human beings. Why do you think that gang activity is on the rise 
all over the county? If we cannot provide these positive relationships in our 
schools and community, young people will gravitate to those who will provide 
them. Many times, their alternatives take the child to places that they do not want 
to go and ingrain them there much longer than they want to stay. This is such a 
sad scenario. 
 
But there is hope! The New Hanover County Schools offers twenty-two (22) sports 
at the high school level and ten (10) at the middle school level. Currently, we 
serve 2,065 students at the high school level at a cost of $500 per student. At the 
middle school level, we serve 1658 students at a cost of $150 per student. As such, 
athletics is the longest and most cost effective drop-out program that we have. 
 
In addition, many of the sports we offer can be enjoyed for a lifetime. Track and 
cross country teach stamina and discipline, while giving students activities they 
can enjoy for a lifetime. Not a weekend goes by that a 5K, 10K; half-marathon or 
marathon isn’t being run in our area. Softball and basketball leagues are available 
for small children through senior adult years. Our area has tennis courts and golf 
courses a plenty. All these sports are offered in our schools. 
 
If you are looking for a comparative edge, our school system has had its share of 
state championships in individual and team sports. Individual championships in 
tennis, golf, swimming and wrestling occur on a regular basis. In recent years, 
Hoggard High School has won a state championship in football, New Hanover High 
School has won in basketball and in 2010, Laney High School won the state 4A 
baseball championship. 
 
Interscholastic Athletics also provides an opportunity for some of our students to 
defray the cost of their college educations. Over $1 million in athletic scholarships 
are offered to our students each year. 
 
Speaking of scholarships, all of our athletes must maintain a “C” average or better 
and be on track for graduation. They must also be in attendance at a higher 
percentage than is required of our other students. 
 
So, the case for athletics has been made. You decide. Are our children worth the 
investment? 

http://www.nhcs.net/wordpress/timmarkley/2011/03/28/the-case-for-interscholastic-athletics/#comment-132 


